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KZN CIRCULAR NO. 49 OF 2020

SUBJECT: MANAGEMENT OF SCHOOL ATTENDANCE OF
LEARNERS WITH COMORBIDITIES

1. Introduction

The advént of the Covid-19 pandemic has placed a huge demand on the schooling
system t.iat has since precipitated a need for the Education Sector to develop a
system to manage the attendance of leamers with comorbidities at public schools. The
purpase of this circular is to guide schools on:

+ how leamers with comorbidities will be identified and
« . how to apply for approval for exemption from school attendance in terms of section 4
of the South African Schoois Act as well as in terms of the Disaster Management Act

on Covid-19.
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APPLICATION BY THE PARENT FOR EXEMPTION FROM COMPULSORY
ATTENDANCE OF A LEARNER IN TERMS OF SECTION 4 OF THE SOUTH
AFRICAN SCHOOLS ACT, NO 84 OF 1996

PART A

~

DETAILS OF THE LEARNER (Grades 1 - 9 or up to 15 years)

Name and Surname:

Grade :

Name of the School:

Circuit:

District:

PART B i

REASON FOR APPLICATION FOR EXEMPTION FROM COMPULSORY
ATTENDANCE (Grades 1 ~ 9 or up to 15 years)

(Attach evidence)

Name and Surname of Parent
Signature
Date:
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Tel/Cell:
E-mail address
Street /Postal Address:

Code :

PART C

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT BY THE SCHOOL

" Nature of support to the learner

Name and Surname of Principal
Signature '
Date:

PART D

DECISION BY THE HEAD OF DEPARTMENT

(Indicate with an X)

The application for exemption from school attendance is hereby not approved
based on the best interests of the learner.

The application is hereby approved conditionally based on the following
reason/s: :

1. The parent assumes the responsibility to liaise with the school so that the
learner continues to receive education. —
2. The exemption period is applicable for the 2020 academic year only.

Dr EV Nzama : Date
Head of Department: Education
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Yoyricoopearation will be highly appreciated.
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« how the exempted learmers will continue with their education

identification of learners with comorbidities

2.1 It is the responsibility of a parent of a learner with comorbidities to notify the Principal
about the pre-existence of underlying medical condition/s of his or her child.

2.2 A learner who presents comorbidities may display some of the following pre-existing
undéﬂying medical conditions: chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (Iung disease),
type 2 diabetes, hypertension and cardiovascular diseases

2.3 The principal will Issue out a relevant form to the parent who intends to apply for
exempdtion from school attendance due to the leamer having_pne—existing underiying
medicat condition/s {refer to attached forms) '

2.4 Once the form has been completed, it must be returned to school with evidence froma
madical practitioner Indicating the existence of comorbidities.

2.5 The application form will then be forwarded by the Principal to the Head of Department
for consideration through the line function.

2.8 The Head of Depariment will communicate the outcome of the application for
exemption from school attendance to the school Principal and a register shall be kept
at school for all the exempted learners.

Continued education of a learner who has been exempted from school
attendance |

3.1 As soon as approval has been received from the Head of Department, the

school must make arrangements with the parents for the continued education of
the leamer and agree on the protocol to be followed.

3.21t is the parent’s responsibility to ensuie that the learner recelves the necessary
learning material and that the learner completes all the school work as

expected.
3.3 The parent must ensure that all submission to school are up to date

¥ Date
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